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What are
Design Fundamentals?










There are many different ways in which
a designer can place objects within a
subject. The proper placement and
alignment of objects within a subject is
called Composition.

Utilizing guidelines, grids and spaces to
organize information within a subject, is
a core principle in communication within
design.

Composition is an integral tool for
designers to understand how the
placement of an object can create
harmony or purposefully push contrast.






Repetition
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The way we view
how objects are
composed in
comparison to
eachother, is called
Balance. The
Balance of subjects
can change how we
perceive it.

Perfectly mirroring an image at the
middle point is the visual fundamental is
Symmetry. In opposition of symmetry, is
Asymmetry, in which the subject is not
evenly distributed on either side of a
middle point.
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There are many tools
used to enhance
their subject.
Balance is one

of the best ways

to create a visual
impact that will
attract viewers to
your subject.

The groups of text

above are balanced
with symmetry, while

this paragraph and the

paragraph to the left are

balanced Asymmetrically.



The concept of Proximity is how
our brains naturally associate objects
that are further away from eachother,
as not related, while objects that are
closer together are considered similar.

For example, even though the hexagons on

the left are different sizes and colors, our

brains separate the groups of hexagons by

how close they are to eachother first, before
color or size.

Visually organizing objects is important to

how our brains understand what is being
communicated through imagery.
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ontrast




Contrasting objects need a repetition

to disrupt. In the instance to the left, the

largest shape is in contrast to the two

smaller shapes, as it disrupts the rhythm
of size.
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In design, another common Contrasting

attribute is Color. The way that colors
intereact with eachother and what feelings
they evoke is dependant on the color
relationship.

Complementary colors are colors that are
on oposite side of the color wheel. These
colors are considered contrasting, and
create a visually appealing design.

Another attribute that can show contrast, is shape. In a group of objects
that are all the similar shape, the shape with the biggest visual difference
will contrast the other objects.
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S0 what are
Design Fundamentals?




Alignment: Placement of objects in relative position to eachother.
Balance: Evenly distributing weight on either side of a point or axis.
Grid: Intersecting lines that determine the flow of a subject.

Color: The tone or hue of an object.

Composition: The tool that determines placement of objects in a subject.
Contrast: Two opposing characteristics that complement eachother.
Pattern: A repeating design that continues in a subject.

Proximity: The distance between two objects.

Repetition: Using multiples of the same attributes to create a pattern.
Scale: The size of an object in relation to another object.

Size: An attribute of an object that determines how big or small it is.
Space: The area in which an object does or does not embody.
Typography: An artform applied to text and symbols.

Unity: Harmony created from using multiple design principles.

Variety: The concept of using multiple objects with different attributes.

18









